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This i s in response to the appeal brief filed 1/9/2004. 
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(1) Real Party in Interest 

A statement identifying the real party in interest is contained in the hriii . 

(2) Related Appeals and Interferences 

A statement identifying the related appeals and interferences which will directly affect or 
be directly affected by or have a bearing on the decision in the pending appeal is contained in the 
brief 

(3) Status of Claims 

The statement of the status of the claims contained in the brief is corre; ;. 

(4) Status of Amendments After Final 

The appellant's statement of the status of amendments after final rejection contained in 

the brief is correct. 

(5) Summary of Invention 

The summary of invention contained in the brief is cbixect. 

(6) Issues 

The appellant's statement of the issues in the brief is correct. However, the Examiner 
hereby withdraws the rejection of claims 8-1 1 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as antio pated by or, in the 
alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over Frost (2,036,572). 

(7) Grouping of Claims 

Appellant's brief includes a statement that claims 8-1 1 stand or fall toiJther. 

(8) Claims Appealed 

The copy of the appealed claims contained in the Appendix to the bri-j:: is correct. 
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(9) Prior A rt of Record 

5.040.681 GRUSIN 8-1991 


(JO) Grounds of Rejection 

The following ground(s) of rejection are applicable to the appealed clauns: 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign countP' -ir in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United ,tBtes. 

1 Claims 8-1 1 are finally rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticij .ated by Grusin 
(5.040,681). Grusin discloses a cover/organizer (18) comprising a body (32) li iving an upper 
surface and a lower surface, a knob (50) protruding upwardly from the body ard extending above 
the upper surface, at least one compartment (34) formed in the upper surface o..: the body and a 
recess in the lower surface of the body. The knob of Grusin is inherently capiil»le of receiving at 
least one finger ring over the knob (Figures 1-5). As to claims 9 and 10, Grujin discloses an 
outer rim (extending downwardly in Figure 4) includes a lip around the peripli sry of the body. 

(11) Response to Argument 
(A) 

Appellant's arguments with respect to Grusin on page 4 ofthe brief ai-t^ noted. They are 
not persuasive because the diameter and height ofthe knob of Grusin is inhaently capable of 
receiving the at least one finger ring over the knob since the at least one fingo ring can be of 
various sizes. The knob of Grusin is inherently capable of receiving an ovenased finger ring 
over the knob. Furthennore, Grusin discloses the knob comprises a planar tcp surface. The 
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knob of Grusin is inherently capable of receiving the at least one finger ring ov.ar the knob on the 
planar top surface since the claim as broadly recited read on the at least one finder ring placed on 
the planar top surface of the knob/over the knob, (the word [over] is defined as In or at a 
position above or higher than; Upon the surface of; Above the top or surface; . . (WEBSTER'S 
n New Riverside University Dictionary; Property of U.S. Government; Copyright 1984, 1988. 
1994 by Houghton Mifflin Company)). ; 

Appellant argues that "Grusin teaches away fi-om sizing his knob 30 tc receive a finger 
ring ..." on page 4 of the brief is noted. This is not persuasive because the knab is inherently ■ 
capable of receiving an oversized finger ring over the knob and the planar top surface of the 
knob is inherently capable of receiving the at least one finger ring over the knD 3. 

Appellant's arguments with respect to Grusin on page 5 of the brief are noted. They are 
also not persuasive because the intended use of the claimed invention i.e. cap:il,le of receiving at 
least one finger ring over the knob, it has been held that a recitation with resp 2 :t to the manner in 
which a claimed apparatus is intended to be employed does not differentiate ths claimed 
apparatus from a prior art apparatus satisfying the claimed structural limitations. If the prior art 
structure is capable of performing the intended use. then it meets the claim. R : parte Masham. 2 
USPQ2d 1647 (1987). 
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(B) 

Appellant's arguments with respect to Frost on pages 6 and 7 of the br ief are noted. After 
being carefully reconsidered, the Examiner hereby withdraws the rejection of claims 8-1 1 under 
35 U.S.C. 102(b) as anticipated by pr, in the alternative, under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as obvious over 
Frost (2,036,572). 

.(C) 

The Examiner is attached a complete copy of the appeal claims of S/N 08/766,862 in the 
Appendix. 

For the above reasons, it is believed that the rejections should be sustained. 
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1 . A jewelry organizer for holding ieweliy such as rings, earrings, drop 
earrings, watches, bracelets, necklaces, and oAer strands of jewelry, comprising: 

a body having an upper surface and a lower surface; 
a knob protruding upwardly from the upper surface; 

at least one compartment formed in the upper surface of the lK)dy for receiving 
jewelry, each compartment defined as an elongated channel suirouDdmg the knob; and 

an outer rim around the periphery of the outermost compart i lent, tiie outer rim 
having a substantially flat surface; and 

a recess in the lower surface of the body wherein the recess « nd the knob 
])rovide a means for a stackable configuration. 

2. The jewehy organizer of claim 1, where in the body of Ae jeweby 
organizer is a plate-like structure. 

3 . The jeweby organizer of claim 2, wherein the knob luis a fiiistoconical 
shape aiid has a diameter and height capable of holding at least on<; nng. 

4. The jewelry organizer of claim 1, wherein each channel is formed in a 
substantially concentric pattern. 

5 The jewelry organizer of claim 4, wherein each channel has an 
upstanding side wall separating each compartment from an adjacer t compartment. 

6. The jewehy organizer of claim 1 wherein the outer f.i a is at least two 
inches in width to allow space for an earring to be displayed. 

7. The jewehy organizer of claim 6, wherein the outer rim includes a lip 
sized to receive a hook of a 4-op earring thereon. 
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8. A jewelry organizer for holding jewelry such as rings, earrings, drop 
earrings, watches, bracelets, necklaces, and other strands of jewelij', comprising: 

a body having an upper surface and a lower surface; 

a knob protruding upwardly firom the upper surface; 

at least one compartment formed in flie upper surface of the I ody for receiving 
jewelry, each compartment defmed as an elongated channel sized to receive a piece of 
jewehy; 

a recess in the lower surface of the body; and 

an outer rim around flie periphery of the outermost compartment. 

9. The jewelry organizer of claim 8, wherein the knob ha s a diameter and 
height capable of receiving at least one ring. 

10. The jewelry organizer of claim 9, wherein the recess i j sized to receive a 
knob of a second jewelry organiser for stacking thereon such that sufficient space is 
maintained between the stacked jewelry organizers to allow jeweb^^ to be placed in 
each of the compartments. 

1 1 . The Jewelry organizer of claim 10, wherein the reces ; is placed on ihe 
knob of a second jewelry organizer, the second jewehy organizer f jrther comprising: 

a body haying an upper surface and a lower surface; 

a knob protruding upwardly from the upper surface; 

at least one compartment formed in the upper surface of the body for receiving 
jewelry, each compartment defmed as an elongated chaimel sized to receive a piece of 
jewehy; 

a recess in the lower surface of the body; and 

an outer rim aroimd the periphery of the outermost comparbr .ent. 

12. The jewelry organizer of claim 8, wherein the outer i i n includes a lip 
which is sized to receive a hook of a drop earring thereon. 
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